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MARITIME TRADE HISTORY

❖More Than 6000 Years Old

❖More Than 1000 Passengers

❖ 27% of GDP in 1700 AD

❖ 3% by 1947

South china sea

Red Sea



2.6 Billion Tons in 1970

12.3 Billion Tons in 2023

12.5 Billion Tons in 2025

95% Trade by Volume



Country/ Entity Volume Value

World ~ 65% ~ 46%

China ~ 40% ~ 20%

India ~95% ~ 77%



MARITIME INTERESTS
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MARITIME RESOURCES

11098 KM COAST LINE

EEZ-2.3 MILLION SQ KMS

85000 SQ KM OF DEEP SEA MINERAL EXPLORATION
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MARITIME INTERESTS

❖ Protect India’s sovereignty and territorial integrity against threats in the maritime 

environment

❖ Promote safety and security of Indian citizens, shipping, fishing, trade, energy 

supply, assets and resources in the maritime domain

❖ Pursue peace, stability and security in India’s maritime zones, maritime 

neighbourhood and other areas of maritime interest

❖ Preserve and project other national interests in the maritime dimension



Over 30 countries; Six Island Nations; 

35% of the world’s population

~ 160,000 ships transit 

annually

Cape of  

Good Hope

Ombai-Wetar

Strait

Mozambique

Channel

Suez 

Canal

Strait of 

Bab el Mandeb

Lombok Strait

Strait of 

Hormuz

Malacca Strait Sunda Strait

Coastline - 11,098.81 km 13 Coastal States & 4 UTs EEZ -  2.37 million Sq Km
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ADVANTAGES OF GEOGRAPHY

❖ 13 Coastal States and Union Territories

❖ 60% of GDP

❖ 12 Major Ports and 200 Minor Ports

❖ 3 Lakh Sea Farers

❖ Second Largest Fish Producing Nation



NEED FOR MARITIME  SECURITY 

 AND  

OPPORTUNITIES



Trade Security

Energy Security

Ship Building

Expanding Blue Economy

Technological advancements

Regional Leadership and International Cooperation

National Initiatives



OCT 23

2,119

MAY 24

896

MAY 25

823

Suez

~61% Decrease

Bab-el-Mandeb

~60% Decrease

OCT 23

2,286

MAY 24

905

MAY 25  

907

Hormuz

OCT 23

1,985

MAY 24

2,062

MAY 25

2,074

Malacca

OCT 23

5,351

MAY 24

5,447

MAY 25

5,514

Sunda

OCT 23

820

MAY 24

786

MAY 25

851

Cape of Good Hope

~75% Increase

OCT 23

1,648

MAY 24

2,962

MAY 25

2,892

Based on AIS data monitored wrt vessels > 100 m

PRE-CONFLICT vs MAY 24 vs MAY 25



Trade Security

Energy Security

Ship Building

Expanding Blue Economy

Technological advancements

Regional Leadership and International Cooperation

National Initiatives



MARITIME THREATS & CHALLENGES 



Africa

India
Oman

South 
China
 Sea

China

MARITIME THREATS 

& CHALLENGES

NON-TRADITIONALTRADITIONAL

Piracy 

& Armed Robbery

Hybrid Security 

Threats

IUU Fishing Irregular Human 

Migration Contraband Smuggling

• Gun Running

• Narcotics

• Poaching

Potential Adversaries



National Security and Territorial Integrity 

Sphere of Influence 2.0

Economic Risks - Just in Time Logistics

Suez Blockade and Red Sea Crisis

Vulnerability of Critical Infrastructure

Non Traditional Security Threats



2014 – 24 : 156 units @ 15.6 year

Surpassed US Navy in 2020, as the 

largest Navy in the World

• Two Aircraft Carriers commissioned

• Sea trials of 3rd Carrier in progress

•  80000 T

•  40/ 45 Fighters 

Young Fleet with Potent Weapons/ 

Sensors



On an average 6-7 ships/ Surge of upto 10 
warships, 01/ 02 Submarine every year 

Sustained presence of PLA (N) Anti Piracy Escort 
Force in Gulf of Aden commenced in 2008

Deployment Trends



State sponsored non-state actors 

committing acts of terrorism (26/ 11 

Mumbai, Pahalgam attack)

Aggressive capability development 

despite economic woes (Hangor class 

submarines)

Volatile internal security environment – 

BLA/ TTP

Employment of terror as an instrument of 

state policy



08 Yuan Class Submarines under various 

stages of production 

10/ 11 AIP Submarines

Planned for inductions:-

• 04 Major Combatants

• 04 FACs 

• 08 Auxiliaries 



National Security and Territorial Integrity 

Sphere of Influence 2.0

Economic Risks - Just in Time Logistics

Suez Blockade and Red Sea Crisis

Vulnerability of Critical Infrastructure

Non Traditional Security Threats



NON-TRADITIONAL THREATS



Long Drawn Conflict

Employment of Low Cost Uncrewed Systems 

Missile Warfare: Robust A2/ AD Systems, 

LACMs, MANPADs



Expansion of Non-state Actors’ Capabilities

Kinetic Spill-over in Maritime Domain

MNF Recalibrating Indo-Pacific Strategy

Threat to Trade, Commerce & Safety of Seafarers
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Likely Launch Pads : Taiz 

(70 Nm) & Hodeidah (55 Nm)

160 nm

Hijack/ Piracy/ Suspicious Approach 60

Missile/ Drone Targeting/ Skiffs 93

Drone Sighting 13

Total (as on 15 Jul 25) 166

Houthi Attack Zone (HAZ)

MV Magic Seas

MV Eternity C



Climate Change and Disasters at Sea

Vulnerability of Critical Infrastructure

Grey Zone Operations

Capacity and Resource Constraints



Consequent rise in piracy incidents



MARSEC INCIDENTS - 2024

3955 4279

2023-24 2024-25

Resurgence of piracy off Somalia

Increase in conflict related Hybrid Incidents 
from 43 in 2023 to 273 in 2024



INDIAN MARITIME SECURITY STRATEGY



India’s Maritime Security Strategy

05 
Constituent 
Strategies

Strategy of 
Deterrence

Strategy for 
Conflict

Shaping a 
Favourable 
& Positive 
Maritime 

Environment

Strategy for 
Coastal & 
Offshore 
Security 

Strategy for 
Maritime 
Force & 

Capability 
Development



Sea Power

Building an Ocean Graph

Deterrent Effect - Operation Sindoor

Anti piracy Operations

Mission Based Deployments

Bilateral and Multi Lateral Exercises

Outreach Through Initiatives



Mumbai

Kochi

Male

Gan Is

Socotra 

 
 

 
 

Port Victoria 

MALDEP

Firefighting : MV Marlin Luanda

SAR : MV True ConfidenceAnti Piracy Ops : MV Ruen

Safe transit of MVs

Threat to trade/ seafarers; resurgence of 

piracy

➢ > 38 Capital ships deployed since 

Nov 23

Assistance rendered towards SAR , FF 

assistance, MEDEVAC, EOD sanitisation

>169 maritime incidents

Safe transit of ~ 124 Lakh MT Cargo 
over 321 MVs (5.4 Bn USD)

Responded to over 30 incidents saving 

more than 520 lives

Anti-Piracy : Surveillance over piracy 

hot spots, > 1000 boarding ops and 

apprehended pirates



Sea Power

Building an Ocean Graph

Deterrent Effect - Operation Sindoor

Anti piracy Operations

Mission Based Deployments

Bilateral and Multi Lateral Exercises

Outreach Through Initiatives



Karwar – Flag Off
05 Apr 25

Port Victoria
01-02 May 25

Dar-es-Salaam
12-15 Apr 25

Nacala
17- 19 Apr 25

Port Louis
25 – 27 Apr 25 

Kochi
08 May 25

Male
06-07 May 25

SEYCHELLESKENYA TANZANIACOMOROS MADAGASCAR MOZAMBIQUEMAURITIUSMALDIVES SRI LANKA

Engagements 
• IN Ship Sunayna as ‘IOS Sagar’
• Combined crew

• 44 Personnel from 09 FFCs
• EEZ Surveillance & Passage Exercise

• Mauritius
• Mozambique
• Seychelles
• Tanzania

1

2

3

4
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✓ ~ 1200 vacancies across 130 courses every year

✓ Training being offered across all domains – Surface, Sub-surface and Air

Qatar



Self Reliance - Atmanirbharta

Enhanced Surveillance and Monitoring

Technology

Strengthening Coastal security

Whole of Government Approach

Community Engagement

Coordination and Command Structure



More than 40 Ministries/ Agencies at international, national and state level involved in 

maritime sector

Thrust on coordinated 
action

Cooperation with 
Multiple Agencies

Whole of Govt 
Approach

NSCS

MEA



IMO

UNODC

INTERPOL

IOMOU

DCoC/JA

ITOPF/ IOPC

28 Nations & 54 Multinational Agencies

IFC-IOR

IMB-PRC

MDAT-GoG

ReCAAP

UKMTO

MSCIO

ICC

NIMASA C4I Centre
IFC - SG

RMIFC

IFC PERU

PFC

NSC 
IOTC

BoBP-IGO

SIOFA

RCOC
VRMTC
MICA
MBC & RAN MTO
OHQ ATLANTA
JMSC & MTIC
EU NAVFOR-ASPIDES
MMEA

INTERTANKO
OCIMF
DNK-IOC
CMA-CGM
ANGLO-EASTERN
INSA
ISWAN
AMBREY
LLOYD’S

Stable Seas
GI-TOC
NMF

GOGIN
CRIMARIO



Information Sharing Mechanisms

Capacity Building and Modernisation

Expanding Maritime Infrastructure

Multilateral Frameworks

Strengthening International Cooperation



CONCLUSION



Discussions



National Security and Territorial Integrity 

Sphere of Influence 2.0

Economic Risks - Just in Time Logistics

Suez Blockade and Red Sea Crisis

Vulnerability of Critical Infrastructure

Non Traditional Security Threats
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